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Sefton Public Engagement and Consultation Panel 
 
Date: Friday 28th May 2021 
 
Title: Proposal to undertake Public Engagement and Consultation Activity 

– Ainsdale-on-Sea Vision  
 
Report of:  Mark Shaw, Green Sefton 
 

 
1. Purpose of the Report 
 
 1.1 To receive information relating to the consultation plans being 

developed with regard to the Ainsdale-on-Sea Vision.  
 
2. Background 
 
 2.1 The main purpose of the Public Engagement and Consultation Panel 

is to coordinate and ensure the quality of public engagement and 
consultation, in accordance with the standards for engagement and 
consultation. 

 
3. Ainsdale-on-Sea Vision 

3.1 The consultation and engagement will address two issues, an open 
consultation on the vision for the Ainsdale gateway, and a more 
informative element about proposed developments due to be 
delivered in summer/autumn 2021.  

3.2 Vision 

3.2.1 The Sefton Coast Plan recognises the need to create high quality 
visitor infrastructure at a number of access points along the Sefton 
Coast, to both drive growth within the visitor economy, provide a 
high-quality visitor experience at these access points and reduce 
visitor pressure on areas of high conservation value. Ainsdale-on-
Sea has been recognised as one of these key access points, known 
as coastal gateways.   

3.2.2  The area contains internationally important dune habitat and species 
and is designated as a SSSI, SAC, SPA, Ramsar site and Local 
Nature Reserve. The area includes natural sand dune, a “good” 
bathing water quality beach and is one of the key bases for Green 
Sefton.  It also contains a number of buildings that are owned by 
Sefton, including Toad Hall and the former Sands public house. 

 
3.2.3  A narrative is being prepared for the Vision that builds on the 

aspirations set out in Sefton 2030 and on comments received as part 
of the consultation on the Sefton Coast Plan. It reflects the approach 
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of acknowledging what has been said and then showing that we 
have listened.  

 
3.2.4  Consultation on Ainsdale-on-Sea was first proposed in winter 2019 

and was due to take place during the summer season of 2020.  Due 
to Covid this consultation did not take place.  However since this 
time other consultation which included Ainsdale has taken place and 
a number of improvements to the area took place in 2020 and more 
are planned for 2021.  Since this consultation was first proposed 
consultation has taken place around the Southport Town Deal bid 
(summer 2020). As a response to theme three: Stronger Economy, 
invest in Ainsdale-on-Sea Visitor Hub, featured as the third most 
popular option. It was suggested that Ainsdale-on-Sea is in need of 
investment. As a SSSI the beach / area attracts a large number of 
visitors and development would need to respect and respond 
sensitively to this environmental context as well as manage visitor 
impacts. The area is very popular for recreational activities and this 
should be encouraged and catered for where possible. Some 
concerns were expressed regarding parking and traffic management 
issues. 

  
3.2.5  As a response to theme four: Green and Clean, securing investment 

in the leisure assets at Ainsdale-on-Sea and facilities serving the 
coastal attractions again featured strongly as the third most popular 
option in the responses received.  It was recognised by a large 
number of respondents that the beachfront at Ainsdale-on-Sea is in 
need of investment to improve its appearance and the way that it 
functions. Some respondents expressed concern over the potential 
overdevelopment and the impact this could have on highways, 
parking and the quality of the environment and nature.  

 
3.2.6  This consultation proposal for Ainsdale wants to build on the 

comments that came back through the Town Deal consultation, 
reflect the operational changes that have taken place over the last 12 
months and the developments planned for the area in 2021, and 
gauge opinion on potential future developments. 

 
3.2.7  Following the consultation the plan is to start looking at the next 

stages for development in the area, based on areas of priority.  This 
phased development will realise the potential of Ainsdale-on-Sea 
and reflect the aspirations, opportunities and constraints associated 
with this important area. 

 
3.2.8  It also aims to demonstrate to key partners that the Council remains 

committed to managing recreation pressure on the Sefton Coast in a 
way that fulfils its legal duties under the Habitats Regulations to 
protect the internationally important nature sites on the Sefton Coast.   

 
3.2.9 A piece of work planned for later in 2021,  a  customer satisfaction 

survey for visitors to parks and coastal areas across Sefton, would 
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cover similar topics / are complimentary and it is proposed that the 2 
run in tandem to prevent consultation fatigue and maximise staff 
resources The two could be linked online and visitors to Ainsdale-on-
Sea would be asked the additional Vision questions. 

 
3.3 Operational 
 
3.3.1 In keeping with the phased approach previously mentioned, during 

2020 a number of operational changes took place in Ainsdale-on-
Sea.  These included the installation of alligator teeth to discourage 
people from driving onto the beach of an evening.  Several new 
initiatives were also trialled such as employing additional staff as 
visitor ‘ambassadors’, offering free bin bags at beaches, and 
providing large ‘euro’ bins on sites to complement existing cleansing 
operations.  Portaloos were also installed for the 2020 season to 
meet the Covid -19 H&S requirements.   

 
3.3.2 These operational changes, together with information gathered from 

visitors and partners, have informed the proposals moving forward 
including the second phase of improvements currently in 
development / to be provided during 2021 including: 

▪ External artwork on Toad Hall  
▪ Installation of temporary toilets and looking at longer term 

toilet improvements  
▪ A new temporary food and drink facility to be trialled in the 

picnic area 
▪ Improved off-beach car parking with pedestrian and cycle 

access improvements and EV charging points.  

An informative consultation on these improvements will form part of 
the consultation process, signposting the opportunity to comment 
through the planning process on the improvement plans eg via 
ambassadors and on-site information   

 

3.3.5 Approval has been given for Capital Prudential borrowing, over 10 

years, of £352,000.  The improved off-beach car parking facility will 

generate a new income to Green Sefton that would cover all 

operational and revenue costs for the project. Mitigations will be 

expected from Natural England as part of their consent for such 

works to go ahead.  These have been allowed for in the costs e.g. 

additional staff on site to engage with visitors and encourage 

appropriate behaviour.  These works are expected to generate a 

surplus which will be re-invested in improving on site facilities further.  

 
4.    The Consultation 

  
4.1   Aims & Objectives 
 
4.1.1  To ask people about their views on Ainsdale-on-Sea, what works 
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well, what could be improved, what they think the area should be in 
the future.  It will also inform people about the changes that will be 
delivered in the area in 2021. 

 
4.1.2  Following the consultation the plan is to start looking at the next 

stages for development in the area, based on areas of priority.  This 
phased development will realise the potential of Ainsdale on Sea 
and reflect the aspirations, opportunities and constraints associated 
with this important area. 

 
4.1.3  It also aims to demonstrate to key partners that the Council remains 

committed to managing recreation pressure on the Sefton Coast in 
a way which fulfils its legal duties under the Habitats Regulations to 
protect the internationally important nature sites on the Sefton 
Coast.   

 
4.1.4  A questionnaire will be produced that will be available on the Sefton 

 Council Website, through local groups and through staff on site. This 
may run in tandem with a wider Customer Satisfaction questionnaire 
to be completed at the same time. 

 
4.1.5  The consultation will run from 1st June 2021 until 30th September 

2021 to capture the main visitor season . 
 
5.      Reporting and Publishing the Findings 

 

        5.1        A ‘You Said, We Did’ report will be completed once the consultation is     
finished.  This report will be shared with the Consultation and Engagement 
Panel and will then be available via the Sefton website, on-site and will be 
shared with local groups. 

 
6. Legal Department Comments 
 

 6.1 Sefton’s Legal Department has considered the consultation plans 
         contained in this report and has no comments to make.  

 
7. Recommendations 
 
 7.1 The Public Engagement and Consultation Panel is recommended to: 
  
  a) Appraise the public engagement and consultation plan for the 

Ainsdale-on-Sea Vision. 
 
  b) Request that the officers return to the Panel to provide details of 

their feedback and evaluation resulting from the above 
consultation. 

 

 


